
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF H.R. 822, NATIONAL RIGHT-TO-CARRY RECIPROCITY ACT OF 2011

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia: Madam Speaker, this bill undermines public safety, and that's why law
enforcement organizations oppose the bill. It's said that this is no national law established by
this legislation. That's right, because if there were a national law, there would be national
standards. This is actually worse. The law, in effect, will actually be the law of the State with the
weakest concealed weapons permits that will essentially become the law of the land, because
you could use that permit in any State. This bill allows people who are ineligible to get a
concealed weapons permit in their home State to go to another jurisdiction and get a concealed
weapons permit and use that concealed weapons permit anywhere in the country except their
home State.

  

Now States have different minimum standards for concealed weapons, such as some require
minimum training so that you know what you're dealing with. Others deny permits to certain sex
offenders or domestic violence offenders. All of those minimum standards would be overridden
by this bill because permits from other States will have to be recognized.

The basic controversy, Madam Speaker, presented by this bill is the question of what happens if
more people carry firearms. Some people believe that if more people carry firearms, the crime
rate will go down. The studies that I've seen conclude that if more people are carrying firearms,
it is more likely that someone in their home or an innocent neighbor will be killed. That's more
likely than the firearm being successfully used to thwart a crime.

We should not undermine public safety. We should allow States to set their own concealed
weapons standards and defeat this rule, and if the rule passes, defeat the bill.
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